Norma Jane Shea Langworthy
Broadway Producer

Norma Langworthy, Broadway dynamo and Tony Award winning producer, passed away January 28, 2012 at her home in New York.  Norma was an extraordinary woman with a passion for the theater who left a permanent mark on Broadway through numerous theatrical productions and her support of non-profit theaters.  Even though she was small in stature her personality filled the room with her infectious laugh and smile that impacted everyone that she met.  
Norma, aka “Pudge,” was an accomplished dancer, including a trio with the Thompson brothers and childhood friend Gene Kelly, prior to her marriage to David Langworthy. In Philadelphia where Norma raised her family she was active with the Plays and Players and the Walnut Street Theater.  When the Langworthys returned to New York they embarked on second careers as theatrical producers.  
Off Broadway Norma was co-producer for Cliffhanger, The Perfect Party, The Road to Mecca, Suds, The Thing About Men, The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged), Magic Hands Freddy and The Springhill Singing Disaster.  On Broadway she was an associate producer of Sweet Sue, State Fair, The Lonesome West, The Rink, Bombay Dreams and Gore Vidal’s The Best Man; and producer of Getting and Spending, A Thousand Clowns and The Beauty Queen of Leenane, which won a Tony Award and gave her Tony Voter status.
In addition to her dynamic personality Norma was a kind and generous person. She was a long-time supporter and dedicated member of the League of Professional Theater Women, Chairman’s Circle at the Roundabout Theatre Company, Musical Council at Manhattan Theater Club, and patron of the Irish Repertory Theater and Primary Stages.

A beloved and cherished mother and grandmother Norma was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania June 24, 1919 and is the only child of Joseph and Jeannette Shea.  She graduated from the Ursuline Academy and received her BA in Drama from Carnegie Institute of Technology (Carnegie-Mellon University).  In 1943 Norma married David C. Langworthy at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York, afterwards moving to Philadelphia, PA where they resided until 1979, when they returned to New York City.
Norma’s loving husband David died in 1993, and she is survived by her four children Collie L. Hutter (Charles) of Carson City, NV,  Leslie L. Beller (Alan) of Brooklyn, NY,  Wilson B. Langworthy (Claudia) of Key Largo, FL and Keith C. Langworthy (Diane) of Summit, NJ;  seven grandchildren and a great grandchild.

A memorial celebration of Norma’s life will be held in the Langworthy Lounge at the Roundabout Theatre, 227 W 42nd street, NYC between 7th and 8th Avenues on February 12 at 5:30 PM. Please click on the link below to RSVP if you plan to attend.

http://paperless.ly/xEV7GB
In memory of Norma, donations can be made to the Roundabout Theatre Company, 231 West 39th Street, Suite 1200, New York, NY 10018
